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stock were subject to full adjustment to re-
flect the distribution of stock to class A
shareholders, the distribution of stock divi-
dends on the class A stock would not in-
crease the proportionate interest of the class
A shareholders in the assets and earnings
and profits of the corporation and such dis-
tribution would not be a distribution to
which section 301 applies.

(iii) Effective date. This Example 15 applies
to stock issued on or after December 20, 1995.
For previously issued stock, see § 1.305–3(e)
Example (15) (as contained in the 26 CFR part
1 edition revised April 1, 1995).

[T.D. 7281, 38 FR 18532, July 12, 1973; 38 FR
19910, 19911, July 25, 1973; as amended by T.D.
7329, 39 FR 36860, Oct. 15, 1974; T.D. 8643, 60
FR 66136, Dec. 21, 1995]

§ 1.305–4 Distributions of common and
preferred stock.

(a) In general. Under section 305(b)(3),
a distribution (or a series of distribu-
tions) by a corporation which results in
the receipt of preferred stock whether
or not convertible into common stock)
by some common shareholders and the
receipt of common stock by other com-
mon shareholders is treated as a dis-
tribution of property to which section
301 applies. For the meaning of the
term a series of distribution, see sub-
paragraphs (1) through (6) of § 1.305–
3(b).

(b) Examples. The application of sec-
tion 305(b)(3) may be illustrated by the
following examples:

Example (1). Corporation X is organized
with two classes of common stock, class A
and class B. Dividends may be paid in stock
or in cash on either class of stock without
regard to the medium of payment of divi-
dends on the other class. A dividend is de-
clared on the class A stock payable in addi-
tional shares of class A stock and a dividend
is declared on class B stock payable in newly
authorized class C stock which is non-
convertible and limited and preferred as to
dividends. Both the distribution of class A
shares and the distribution of new class C
shares are distributions to which section 301
applies.

Example (2). Corporation Y is organized
with one class of stock, class A common.
During the year the corporation declares a
dividend on the class A stock payable in
newly authorized class B preferred stock
which is convertible into class A stock no
later than 6 months from the date of dis-
tribution at a price that is only slightly
higher than the market price of class A
stock on the date of distribution. Taking
into account the dividend rate, redemption

provisions, the marketability of the convert-
ible stock, and the conversion price, it is rea-
sonable to anticipate that within a rel-
atively short period of time some share-
holders will exercise their conversion rights
and some will not. Since the distribution can
reasonably be expected to result in the re-
ceipt of preferred stock by some common
shareholders and the receipt of common
stock by other common shareholders, the
distribution is a distribution of property to
which section 301 applies.

[T.D. 7281, 38 FR 18536, July 12, 1973]

§ 1.305–5 Distributions on preferred
stock.

(a) In general. Under section 305(b)(4),
a distribution by a corporation of its
stock (or rights to acquire its stock)
made (or deemed made under section
305(c)) with respect to its preferred
stock is treated as a distribution of
property to which section 301 applies
unless the distribution is made with re-
spect to convertible preferred stock to
take into account a stock dividend,
stock split, or any similar event (such
as the sale of stock at less than the fair
market value pursuant to a rights of-
fering) which would otherwise result in
the dilution of the conversion right.
For purposes of the preceding sentence,
an adjustment in the conversion ratio
of convertible preferred stock made
solely to take into account the dis-
tribution by a closed end regulated in-
vestment company of a capital gain
dividend with respect to the stock into
which such stock is convertible shall
not be considered a ‘‘similar event.’’
The term preferred stock generally re-
fers to stock which, in relation to
other classes of stock outstanding, en-
joys certain limited rights and privi-
leges (generally associated with speci-
fied dividend and liquidation priorities)
but does not participate in corporate
growth to any significant extent. The
distinguishing feature of preferred stock
for the purposes of section 305(b)(4) is
not its privileged position as such, but
that such privileged position is lim-
ited, and that such stock does not par-
ticipate in corporate growth to any sig-
nificant extent. However, a right to
participate which lacks substance will
not prevent a class of stock from being
treated as preferred stock. Thus, stock
which enjoys a priority as to dividends
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